 
Can I or Can’t I?
What to know about fire restrictions on public land and in the marginal mile
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The Prohibited Period
The Forests Act 1958 (Forests Act) provides a ‘Prohibited Period’, which refers to the time of year when there are restrictions on lighting fires or carrying out activities that might lead to a fire starting, such as requirements for campfires and barbeques to be clear of flammable materials. On most public land in Victoria – including State forests, national parks and protected public land – the Prohibited Period applies year-round, meaning that fire restrictions apply all year. 
The fire restrictions on public land and some adjacent private lands are outlined in this factsheet, from the Forests Act and the Forests (Fire Protection) Regulations 2025 (FFP Regulations). 
It is important to be aware that the restrictions on public land differ from the restrictions that apply on most private land. 
On days of Total Fire Ban, no fires can be lit or be allowed to remain alight on public or private land within the area declared by the Country Fire Authority (CFA) without a permit. The declared area may be the whole State of Victoria or specific districts. Visit the CFA website for more information on Total Fire Ban days.
The Seasonal Prohibited Period 
The Forests Act also provides a ‘Seasonal Prohibited Period’ in some areas (mostly on private land, but also including some roadsides and other public land) within 1.5km of State forests, national parks and protected public land. These areas of land are sometimes known as the ‘marginal mile’. Seasonal Prohibited Period restrictions in these areas apply instead of the Fire Danger Period (defined below).
The seasonal Prohibited Period applies within the marginal mile in the following municipalities:
· Gippsland – Baw Baw Shire, East Gippsland Shire, Latrobe City, Wellington Shire;
· Northeast Victoria – Alpine Shire, Benalla Rural City, Indigo Shire, Mansfield Shire, Mitchell Shire, Murrindindi Shire, Strathbogie Shire, Towong Shire, Wangaratta Rural City, Wodonga City;
· Alpine Resorts – Falls Creek, Mt Buller, Mt Hotham.
You can check the season dates for your location here.
When the Seasonal Prohibited Period is in place, the restrictions outlined below (from the FFP Regulations) apply. 
It is important to note that the Seasonal Prohibited Period (managed by Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic)) differs from the ‘Fire Danger Period’, which is a long-term fire restriction managed by CFA for each municipality (shire or council) ahead of a fire season. It is declared by CFA under the Country Fire Authority Act 1958 and applies to areas of private land outside of the marginal mile. Please refer to the CFA website for more details on the Fire Danger Period for your municipality.
Fire permits
A permit from the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) is required to light a fire in the ‘fire protected area’, which is defined in the Forests Act to mean State forests, national parks and protected public land (i.e. most public land) and some areas within 1.5km of public land (i.e. the marginal mile). A permit is not required if you comply with the criteria for a campfire or barbeque (see below). 
To obtain a permit issued by an authorised officer, you can apply on the Fire Permits Victoria website.
Campfires and barbeques on public land
Can I light a campfire or have a barbeque on public land using fuel such as wood, charcoal or other solid fuels (not including chemical fuel stoves)?
YES if the following requirements are met. Campfires and barbeques can be used in State forests, national parks and protected public land if:
1. It is not a day of Total Fire Ban;
2. The fire is lit within a properly constructed fireplace (a fireplace constructed of stone, metal, concrete or other non-flammable material which contains the fire); 
3. The campfire is a maximum of 1 square metre; 
4. Logs and other solid fuels in the campfire or barbeque are a maximum of 1 metre in length; 
5. The area 3 metres around and above the campfire or barbeque is clear of flammable materials, but you should use a designated fireplace where provided; 
6. A person who is able to put out the fire and has the means to do so stays by the fire at all times; and
7. The campfire is put out completely and is cool to touch before it is left unattended. You must fully extinguish your campfire with plenty of water (not soil) and cannot leave any hot embers remaining. 
[bookmark: _Hlk203481501]In addition to the above, on any private land including the marginal mile, campfires and barbeques using solid fuel can only be lit when the wind is less than 10 kilometres per hour. This is often indicated by when tree branches are not swaying. 
Are the rules different for campfires or barbeques on public land that use liquid, gas or chemical solid fuel (e.g. a camping stove or gas barbecue)?
YES. You can light a fire in State forests, national parks and protected public land in purpose-built stoves and barbeques if the following requirements are met:
1. The fire is fully contained in an appliance designed and commercially manufactured to use that fuel (e.g. a camping stove, gas barbeque or gas hotplate);
2. The appliance is placed in a stable position (such as on a table or other flat surface); 
3. The area 1.5 metres around and above the appliance is clear of flammable materials; and
4. A person who is able to put out the fire and has the means to do so stays by the fire at all times and puts it out completely before leaving.
To obtain permission to exceed any of the above requirements, you must obtain a Prohibited Period permit issued by an authorised officer. Apply on the Fire Permits Victoria website.
Welding, grinding, soldering and gas-cutting
Can I carry out activities involving welding, grinding, soldering or gas-cutting equipment in the fire protected area?
NO unless the following requirements are met:
1. A fire-resistant shield or guard is in place to stop sparks, hot metal or slag from the equipment; 
2. An area at least 3 metres from the operation is clear of flammable material or wetted down sufficiently to prevent the spread of fire; 
3. You have a hose connected to an adequate water supply, or a water spray knapsack or fire extinguisher containing at least 9 litres of water; and
4. All cut-offs and hot materials from the operation are placed in fire-proof containers.
Beekeeping
Can I light a fire for the purpose of beekeeping in the fire protected area?
YES if the following requirements are met:
1. The fire is contained within a smoker; 
2. At least 1.5 metres is clear of flammable materials (not including standing trees) around and above each beehive where the smoker is used; 
3. The smoker is placed in a fireproof container while not in use; 
4. You have a hose connected to an adequate water supply or a compliant water spray knapsack containing at least 9 litres of water;[footnoteRef:2] and [2:  Note that the use of ‘compliant’ to describe smokers, water spray knapsacks and fire extinguishers in this factsheet refers to these tools being in proper working order and compliant with the specific Australian Standards in the FFP Regulations. 
] 

5. You have a rakehoe or similar tool to remove flammable material from the area.
Pumps and generators
Can I operate stationary engines like a pump or generator in the fire protected area?
NO unless 	
either:
1. the equipment, including exhaust discharge, is contained within a permanent structure (so that it is not in the open air).
or:
1. The engine exhaust is fitted with a compliant spark arrestor; 
2. At least 1.5 metres is clear of flammable materials around and above the equipment; and
3. You have a hose connected to an adequate water supply or a compliant water spray knapsack containing at least 9 litres of water, or a fire extinguisher with a capacity of at least 9 litres of water.
Vehicles, chainsaws and mowers
Can I operate non-stationary engines like a vehicle, chainsaw or mower in the fire protected area?
NO unless: 	
either:
1. In the case of vehicles, they will not come into contact with vegetation or flammable materials such as grassy understorey.
or:
1. The engine exhaust is fitted with a compliant spark arrestor, a turbocharger or an exhaust aspirated air cleaner; and
2. You have a hose connected to an adequate water supply, or if this is not available, you have a compliant water spray knapsack containing at least 9 litres of water or a compliant fire extinguisher with a capacity of at least 9 litres of water.
You should avoid driving vehicles through dry vegetation in hot and dry conditions because of the risk posed by the hot exhaust system.
For more information about vehicle use on Victorian public land, see this factsheet created by the Conservation Regulator.
Safety fuses and fuse lighters
Can I use a safety fuse or a fuse lighter?
In the fire protected area, there are no restrictions from May to October on using safety fuses or fuse lighters. From November to April, use is permitted only between sunrise and 9:30 am.
More information
Forests (Fire Protection) Regulations 2025 
www.legislation.vic.gov.au/as-made/statutory-rules/forests-fire-protection-regulations-2025 

Forests Act 1958
www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/forests-act-1958/147 

Fire restrictions and regulations website
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/permits-and-regulations/fire-restrictions-and-regulations

Apply for a fire permit
www.firepermits.vic.gov.au

Contact us
www.deeca.vic.gov.au/our-department/contact-us 
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